1 51 the Claims 

1. (Previously Presented) A method for cros,s-trading comn-iodiues oiid the like among a 
plurality of i;xehasig£S comprising: 
providing a cornputifr; 

o^tahlibhuig a conunaricjtior^ link betwct-n the ccmputer aiid the hUemjt; 

pnn idir^- adatukise. aeees^ible bytiie ei^nipuier, cor.iaininga pluralit} usci tiles <^\ht.'roin 
f3ch of>hc pirtrality -Hcr ires c^^rresponds to a speeilKxl u^er of the s> ^icrn anu funher oonLoining 
le\v;i<; of permission to ;u.v;e^e and or ir-'uit eon-c^'povKllng to a phirahty or'cxohai^ges lo Vvhich the 
specilled isser may access; 

oi-e\idinti a database, aceessibk by iVc ix-mputer, conta^m-ig a plurality ts^'open o-fcfs and 
^^■he■;cirt exh of \be phiraiity of op.^n ofttrrs and bids contfdns iUiora^at!v;n corresporidinw to 
v>"!on bids or (dTers ior eonisnodUiC^^ and the optr offtrs aiid bids are *>rgani7ed aoeoreing to the 
eoinnif^d.S^es i<- vMch the> eor^csponJ; 

pvdvidini;- .a! leti^t one co'jnvjtcf Psie ix:-r traiisaetiiiJ speeifxu conmodit es <^ <ceMhng <n5 
computer <iL-ccsS!h:(, by ^elected users basing nropc Lne'? (j^^oriiu-iun n> i^ecc^s ananr trade for 
each eKchunge; anJ 

prcsentirig open uiiers ^nd bjds h\'rn more chart one exehangc tranc^mitied from rh,e computer 
lo ? u-ier >^f the s\ sic-v. o\ c fie cunLmupjcati.itis iink, qucr> ing the usei daiiihase to reirie\'e lev eis of 
ijeiinission to ae^e^s and-'CT irade from a iL^er f^lc eonesponding to the U'^er, relrie\ ii>g open oHcrs 
ii'vl bids rtom ihe ind.e.ition d.-xabaso corresnoroing to the user, retrlexing i>pen oilers and bids from 
tlie indication <Uufoa\e c-irrespoixiing to the preJetermmeJ cuirsrnodities s\idiin the exchanges to 
\\hich tiie i:scr hus Xcn determined to ha^ e access, gereraiing a presenlati(--n of the reirkx ed opers 
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offers and bids having comnnxiilks from more than one exchange displayed thereon, and 
Iransnviltintf the prs.-5en!at!.on to the user over the communications link. 

2. (Previously PreseiUed) Il-e .netliod of claim 1 further comprising displaying said specified 
corr.rnodities associated witli an exdiange exclusively by users iiaving levcss of pcrnussiorj to access 
ar.id/oT trade corresponding to the exchange. 

3. (Previously Presented) The -nethod of claim 2 further comprising graniing coin-Tiodity- 
sharing privileges between at least two exchfmges permitting ai least one of the exchanges access U> 
at least one commoddy associated with the exchanges. 

4. (i-reviousiy Presented) The mediod of clahn 1 further comprising in each of said plnrahty 
of user fdes corresponding a plurality of transaction parameters to one or nK>re open offers and bids 
associated with said user tile, said transaction parameters governing ilic presematic-n and acceptance 
of open offers ajid bids associated therewith: and the method further comprising querying user llles 
irs said user database corresponding to each of said retrieved open offers aad bids to determine 
transaction parasueters associated with each of said retrieved open offers and bids, and generating 
said presentation of said retrieved open offers and bids in accordance with said determined 
tratisaction pa--iuneiers, 

5. tPrevioush Presented) The method of claim 4 fusther comprising said transaction 
parameters enabling a submitter of an open offer or bid to remain anonymous to specific users of the 
system that have been predetermined by the subndtter, 

6. (Previous!}' Presented) rhc metliod of claim 4 further comprismg said transaction 
parameters enablin.g a submitter of an open offer or bid to reveal contact inlbmration to specific users 
of the system that have been predetermined by the submitter, 
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7. fPreviois:-!)' Pi-eseiued) The method of claim 4 further comprisir:g said transaction 
parameters permittiiig a ^uibmitter of an dpen oiTer or bid lo gram speciilc users preferred status over 
other users of ihe sv stein with respect to actions concerning open offers and bids subniitted by the 
submitter. 

8. (Previously Presented; Theirjethod ofclaiin 1 furiher comprising: requesting to register 
submitted by the user to said computer <iver said eommanicatioriS link; trajisniitiirig a registration 
fern's tu the user over said communications Unk in response to said request, submitting a completed 
registration form by the user to said computer over said coinmunicatioi^s link; and receiving said 
con-spleied regisiration for-ri, creating a user Oic based on said completed registration form, and 
storing said user iTle in said user database, 

9. (i^reviously Presented) The method ol' claim B fuilher cf imprising the user delerrnining 
said transaction parameters and submitting to the co?npnter v>'itliin said completed registration fonn 
and further comprising retrieving transaction parameters submitted within said completed 
registration form and storing said irarisaction parameters in said user file cotresponding to the user. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 furthe!- comprising; the user submitting a 
coniplcted open offer or bid submission fonn to said computer over said conunurJ.cations iivi.k.;. and 
transmitting an open offer or bid subniissiou torm to the user over said comn-iunications link, 
receiving said completed open offer or bid submussion form submitted by the user, creating a iiev/ 
open ofier or bid based on. said coropieled open offer or bid submission form, associatmg said new 
open oflbr or bid vj]ih & user file corresnC'Hding to said user, and storing said new open offer or bid in 
said indication database. 

1 ' \Piev K.>u.Siy Presented) The method of claim 1 0 further comprising the user detenmmng 
sa.d t;. >^<.i.t.or paraujeters and siibm.iUed to the computer by the user wit.hin said completed 



iiiJicatk'ii ^il<l■^sis5ii^n kmn: and fur^htrr i;oni prising rcfricsing rrans^ctiori p::5rapji'tcrs jubrniucd 
w iil-iin iaid L-umplek\i indication submiss^-i-n form anj storing ,si?ij transaouon pa-anulers in a u--;er 
file c{-irre>pi.)ndin^- to she uycr 

12. {Prcvioubi:. Prc^ontcu* Ihc nicih«x1 of claim 1 iunher Ci-'mpri^iuj. ipcratirg aiui 
iTialniainirsg an iileractive xvehsiie io fjcisitats. interac'd<.>n het\st.cii Uie user and said coniputcr, 

13. -43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Pri.M^)Usl> Presented) A jivncn^ t>r ci-oss4rading coinmoditics sad -he iikt; amiin-.j a 
]-luraHis ot exchange^ c-)niprisinfi. 
a computer: 

a conimunicati<.)iiS hnk bet\vc«.n ihc ccimpiuer and the TntenR't; 

a daiP.Ovi^c. dCce^'iMe by the coniputer, containing a pl-uaiUy oi'u^ier Hlc^ \\ Ik rein each of the 
piiirulin ot^HCi il-cs coixcsprnds lo a speclticd user of the sxsicm and further coiuaining k^■el-^ of 
permission U' access, as'.d or trade corrc ^pondh'sg lo a plumlii) of cxclsarsi.'es to whkh the spcciiied 
user may access: 

at kast one computer site xWr tran--actUig 3]^ccitlcd k-Osrmoditics c'>ccijrin.g on Ujc coniputCf 
acccisihie b\ selected u''.crs basing pri>pcr !c\ch of perrni-^sion t;.> access and or iradc for t-ach 
exchange; 

a database, accessible m ihe omipuier. Lomamin^ a pluraiii> open ofTeis and bids wherein 
ca;ii oj the piuruht> of open offers and bids cf^suains inf>-irn5.'5-iou corresponding to open bids or 
oiicis fos comniodiiicd and the open offer'^ and hiJs are c-iganizcd according io the conr^^'xtitics- to 
which they correspond: and 

nieai-iS exccutisig v>n ihc aon^putcf ics querying the user database to rctne\r ie\els of 
permission to ricccs? anci'or iraJe froni a user fiU- cc^rrespondinr. to she n-'or; renie\ing open offers 

5 



and It J.s forra raorc ilrsn one exchange fron- the sndk-aiio?i datahu^;e eonvsponding to predc-cmiincd 
c o-'j-tKxlilie^ within the oxch..^ngei Il> which (he uix-r been dcu nuint-d tu ha^'c .!ece?>v ycni-raring 
r- pivsentation -.jl the reirieveJ open oficrs and HiJs havhig coninioditics iVum more than vine 
exciumge di.splayed i!icivc>n, tran^'irdiiing ihe pre.sentuiioii to Ih: user over the eomnvanieatiouc; lisik, 
and dispb}ini: the ntfseniauon (if ihe retries eJ open cdfer^ and hid.s corresponding lo ihc 
commodiiicd within die exchan:.u\s to \shich ihe user has; been (kfcniuned to have access. 

-^5. (pR\icii\iy PivsenieiO The .^sslein of ciaini 44 \\herein the specified eoniraoJities 
a'^soelited wuh an e\cnanj:e are \ ievv ed cxclu^iN'oly by user^i ha\ ing ie\ els ofpcrsnisj-Ion to i-teccss 
and x-'t Trade eorx\-;p>>nding so the exehaiige. 

4o. ( i*nn iiiiisls Prebcnicdl i he sysicrn of eiam\ 45 further eonsprislng conirnodily-skiriiii; 
rri\ ile!;t:? granied benvecn ai least two exchanges pennitdng at least one of the exchanges oecess to 
at least i>nc cormiodiis y^ioeLited ^\idi the exciiangej^. 

'1 7. 1 Pre\ ioiT:^i\ Presented) Fbc wstcm oi'claim 44 wiiercin each of the piur^diu ofuser nlcs 
lurd^^T eoniains a ph.iralit> of iransaetior: p;irameters cuncspondhig to one or jrsorc open offers and 
b;d^ associated with the user file, xhe transaction parameters iJinerniiig the prc^■e!l^a^ion and 
aceej5tanee ut open offers and bids associated fh.ereultli and the system further comprising means 
executing on the computer for querying/ aser Hies in the user daiabase con-esponding to each of tbc 
retncsed operi v-^lVers a-vJ bids deie^nine n-an.^aetion parameters assoeiared Vviih each of the 
retrieved open otters and bid;>. and generating die presenlatiou of the retrie\ed open otters and biJ;; 
in at.cordance x^ith the deteimined transacii^m p>ar3melers, 

4S. { Pre'viousiv Presented) The s\stem ot\-!ainT 4? Vshefciii the Iransaeiion parameters enable 
a siibnritter of ai5 t^pen offer or bid i.) remahi aU'^nymous to speeifse user.^ oi the s>stem thai have 
beeri predtrternuned by the submitter, 
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4-'. (PidX ioui^l) Preseiited ) The s> eitern !,>f clain^ 44 \s herein i he traiisacii-.>n piiiTuneferN ejsabk^ 
-i subniiitor o^m v>pcn offer or bid to re\eal cont.KU inioniiaiion to tnecilic os'.vi, of ihe ^\ bie?n that 
ha\ e been predett-nnined b\ the MJb5niiu.-r. 

yo. - 55. vC^mcciled) 

50. ■ Pre\ ioufJy Presented) 1 tu' method of claim 1 further perinitthiL u'^i.-xt, lo puc^i find \ ios^ 
bids and offers; 'dwd negoiiate anJ ctJiisurninaie trurihJictioiK^ on cx-mniod\tics ixom one of more 
cxciuru'cs on a -isspLjy. 

"^7, (?ye\ iouiN Pre-xnited ) i he ^\ sien-s of i.'laim 4 -I furthi, r coir: pH -^iiisj a Ji<;p]a> fot u.?cr5 tbat 
oernrJ.s lii-e^^^ tc pops and \iev% bids ^md o^Ter^ and ne^i(>iijle ana i^-onsurnrnak- Lrans,ictioiis on 
cominodibes ho^ni one of :r:ore c<eh:tnLie^. 

58 (PrexjoubH preseniftl} Aineiho^l tos cross-intding eon- modi ties nud iho like among a 
phii J'ts <i, e^e^>..Mxe'■ eon"' sirg: 

rrt^^ vd-p-^ a i Oi ""pu^e. , 
t<?b.is! M^iZ (.otonuncations Vmk between the computer and the Internet; 

fio^ iru\ a ddi ib^se aLee.ssibie by <:h eoniputer, c'ontaining a pluvaiity of u?er ilies wherein 
each ill /le phiiiS:ls oi \ser tlk\-> eorresponds lo a speoiaed aser of the systeoi and funher containrag 
leve - oe..^\ssi..^i to .u^ess j.nd/or trade corresponding io a plurality of exehiuiges to which i.he 
specilied user may access; 

providing a databa>;e, accessible by the cornpiuer. coutanhrig a phsrabhyof opei> ofrer,s and 
bids wherein each oi' die plurality of pen oilers and bids contains in.iom^iation coiTcsponding to open 
bids or oliers for commodities and the open oilers and bids are organized according to ihe 
eommoditier, to which U>"> correspond: 
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pro\-jd5nc ut least wju- c-j'mnisitT site for trans^ctira^ epe'-illed comnKxituc^ cxccu'in^: on the 
coniputer accessible b> seieoied dst-rs hc,\ ing rropor io\chv ^>f pcnnisskm in access auJ trade for 
v.'at.-i5 cxcbange; asid 

prcs<.inini; op^n oficsi anJ bids irom more than oiu.- exchange iravissnir.cd irom th^ i.oinputo? 
lo d ii^erof ihe s> ^icrn o% cr the i.;oiiiniixi-!icanons link, quc'o hvs. tlie user da- abase to retries -t iosol^ of 
pcnnissii-n lo atccss and or trad-.= 'lom a a^icr Wlc conesponvl^uji U) tiie user, ietricving open offers 
and bids for the indicaiton database corrcspoiKiing io the prfdctenninird (.ommoditics v.itbin she 
exchange'^ lo v^bich the user has been d^tcrniined to huw aes^ess, gercraiing a prescnlaLioii <.if ihe 
r.nr jc\cd <^pen oiYeis aiKl h\d< h rving con-.niodiiic? u-om mors.- tlian one cxelwiige di.^p]a}-ed ihcrcon, 
and txansiivitiirai tbe preseiuafn^n nj ihc user oser ihe s.u:ri!riijnie;iiiwn bsik. 



